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Abstract
This thesis is about place and the transformation of identity in the
writings of Mahmoud Darwish. It constitutes a theoretical introduction
that deals with the significance of the topic, the problem of the
fundamental questions raised by the research, the applied
methodology, the theoretical framework, its aims, and a review of

previous related works, as well as the general plan of the research.

Chapter one concentrates upon the relation between place and
identity among Palestinians as a people who lost their land,
employing various tools that deal with the question of identity and
place. It also looks into the meanings of identity and place in this
special case of an exiled and dispossessed people. It tries to
investigate the relation between the “Nagba” and the loss of land and
the consequences of the problematic relation between place and
identity, noting that identity itself is an act that creates new realities in
the face of dispossession. This chapter also deals with the place
where place and identity are combined in the Palestinian case.
There is concentration in this study on the impact of the different
temporal stages of the poet’s life (the first homeland, exile and

Retu rn).

The second chapter deals with the poet’s identity transformations

in parallel with place within homeland, together with the connection of



language with place and identity, the meaning of place in the poet’s
life and poetry, as well as the life story of the poet, of place and it’s
mythological background and the poet’s preoccupation with the
significances of the different meanings of the names related to the

place.

The third chapter looks into identity transformations during the
poet’s exile and his return to his homeland. Here the poet looks for
the place, its mythological background and the significance of the
names of many places and its connection with the many identities,
the change of the identity’s meaning when one is out of place, and
the use of place as a factor in changing the meaning of identity, as
well as the paradoxes of identity and places (homeland, exile).

Conclusions display the effect of place on the identity’s

transformations.
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what Wordsworth once called a prospect of mind. They lie deep,

like some script indelibly written into the nervous system” 4.

s asry cCiail) Jaley Loy AUl dpubiad iyl Jaledl of oy ey sl
) ol B Ny ezl Vs exina s (ol (A opall olaiil o JOIT dhad Al
e Sy (SlSa &l
“One half of one’s sensibility is in a cast of mind that comes
from belonging to a place, an ancestry, a history, a culture,

85 'what ever one wants to call it

Adinial) 28lally LK) e A8 Alie Crua ] e ll) Glil&a) peany 43) o
S 4 sn Y o L) ST ehsns et epall s Gu o iy g8 L L Lgie
coyall add Ay A KA 3]
“Certainly the secret of being a poet, Irish or otherwise, lies

in the summoning of the energies of words. But my quest for

Seamus Heaney, Preoccupations, Selected Prose 1968—-1978, The NoonDay Press, 84
(New York 1980), 20.
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definition, while it may lead backward, is conducted in the living

speech of the landscape | was born into”. 86
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“Poetry as divination, poetry as revelation of the self to the
self, as restoration of the culture to itself; poems as elements of
continuity, with the aura and authenticity of archaeological
finds, where the buries shared has an imporatcnce that is not
diminsheied by the importance of the buried city; poetry as a

dig, a dig for finds that end us being plants.’ %’
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Heaney, Preoccupations , 36. 86
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“It is this feeling, assenting, equable marriage between the
geographical country and the country of the mind , whether that
country of the mind takes its tone unconsciously from a shared
oral inherited culture, or from a consciously savoured literary
culture, or from both, it is this marriage that constitutes the

sense of place in its richest possible manifestation.” 3
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Heaney, Preoccupations, 132. 88
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“Irrespective of our creed or politics, irrespective of what
culture or subculture may have coloured our individual
sensibilities, our imaginations assent to the stimiulus of the
names, our sense of the place is enhanced,our sense of
ourselves as inhabitants not just of a geographical country but

of a country of the mind is cemented.”%
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Heaney, Preoccupations, 132. 89
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Jose Saramago, Small Memories. a Memoir. Translated from Portuguese by Margret 926
Jull Costa.( London: Vintage 2010).
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“Palestine is exile, dispossession, the inaccurate memories of
one place slipping into vague memories of another, a confused
recovery of general wares, passive presences scattered around

in the Arab environment.”1%?

Edward Said, After the Last sky. Faber and Faber, (London: Boston 1986), 30. 102
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“ Every migrant knows in his heart of hearts that it is impossible
to return.Even if he is physically able to return, he does not
truly return because he himself has been so deeply changed by
his emigration. It is equally impossible to return to that
historical state in which every village was the center of the
world.The one hope of recreating a center now is to make it the
entire earth. Only worldwide solidarity can transcend modern

homelessness.” 2%8
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John Berger, And Our Faces, My Heart, Brief as Photos.(U.S.A: Vintage International 1984). 298
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“It is true that you not only live outside the social and
physical pattern where you could have functioned instinctively
and completely, but that you must also accommodate the lack,
the absence, the feeling of having been deprived of normal
expectations. There is some alienation involved here , a land
sickness , a hankering after booming breakers and the mordant
wit of a drunken proletariat and ripe stars and the weighty
perfume of gardenias embalming the night on a darkened
veranda. But elsewhere you survive, as if in compensation, with
an accrued knack for adaptation; you get to inspect the inner
lining of “integration’; you are given distance as consolation

prize and perhaps you gain perspective too;..”. 2’

Breyten Breytenbach, Notes from the Middle World.Haymarket Books, Chicago 2009, 196. 299
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